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this line they have held not unsuccessfully up to the present
day. The boundaries of their actual territory are not easily
defined without a map, though no boundaries of political terri-
tory in India Jbave varied so little in historic times. After the*
earliest ilahomedan conquests the Rajput country seems to
have extended (speaking roughly) from the Indus and the
Sutlej on the West and North-West, right across the Indian
continent Eastward up to the vicinity of the Jumna River at
Agra and Delhi, and Southward until it touched the Vindhya
range of mountains. This great central region had for its
natural barriers on the West and Xorth-West the desert, on
the East the rocky broken tracts which run along West of the
Jumna, and on the South the passes and woodlands of the
Vindhya mountains. And though in many parts of this
country, to the Southland South-East especially, the dominion
of the Rajputs has been overlaid by Mahomedan or Maratha
usurpations, yet everywhere Rajput septs or petty ehiefships
may still be found existing in various degrees of independence.
And there are- of course, Rajput Chiefs outside Rajputana
altogether, though none of-political importance. But Rajpu-
tana proper, the country still under the independent rale of
the most ancient families of the purest clans,"may now be
understood generally to mean the great tract that would be
crossed by two lines, of which one should be drawn on the
map of India from the frontier of Sind Eastward to the gates
of Agra; and the other from the Southern border of the
Punjab Government near the Sutlej Southward and South-
Eastward until it meets the broad belt of Maratha States under
the Guicowar, Holkar, and Siiidia, which runs across India
from Baroda to G-walior, This territory is divided into nine-
teen States, of which sixteen are possessed by Rajput clans,
and the Chief of the elan or sept is the State's ruler. To the
Sesodia clan, the oldest and purest blood in India, belong the
States of Oodipoor, Banswarra, Pertabgarh and Shahpura; to
the Rathore clan, the States of Jodhpoor .aud Blkanir; Jeypoor
and Ulwar to the Kuehw&ha, and so on.

Of these States the highest in rank and the most important
politically are the States of OocUpooi^ Jodhpoor and Jeypoor*